[Ki67 and p53 in laryngeal epithelial lesions: correlations with risk factors].
Laryngeal carcinoma-the prototype of epithelial tumors in the head and neck region-has been the greatest source of information on the biological behavior of such neoplasms. Many Authors have suggested that smoke, and to a lesser extent alcohol, play a role in the genesis of this carcinoma although the exact biological mechanism for such involvement is still not clear. The present study analyzed two important biological indicators (p53 and Ki67) in benign and malignant epithelial lesions of the larynx in an attempt to obtain information on what mechanism correlates the risk factors with the neoplasm. In a group of 172 patients, an in vivo sampling of cells was taken during microlaryngoscopy. These cells were then tested using the immunocytochemical method and the results showed that the neoplastic tissue was significantly more positive to these markers than the pre-cancerous tissues and benign lesions. Moreover, there was also an interesting correlation between the degree of positivity to p53 and exposure to smoke, and to a lesser extent to alcohol, in the oncological patients. Together with other similar results found in the literature, these results hint at a possible explanation for the carcinogenic power of smoke in the larynx and, in general, in the upper respiratory-digestive tract.